
 

 

 

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Held at The Folk Hall, Portishead BS20 6PR 

Wednesday 23 September 2015 commencing 7.30 pm 
 

 
In attendance - 58 Members 

                                             Apologies – 1 Member 
                 

 
 
1. Welcome by the Chairman 
 
       Jon Gething welcomed members to the meeting and thanked all members for   the 
support shown to the Society 
 
 
2.  Minutes of 2014 AGM 
 
Approved and signed by Jon Gething as chairman. 
 
3. Chairman’s Report 
 
    Jon Gething reported on the activities of the Society over the preceding twelve months, 
most notably the completion and commissioning of the Moorhouse solar array and the 
successful share issue for the Ham Farm solar array. He also reflected on a number of 
unsuccessful attempts to develop smaller projects, particularly on suitable rooftop sites. In 
keeping with the Society’s aims and intentions, it was proposed that a Community Fund  
donation of £25,000 be made this year. 
 
   Jon Gething reported on the potentially serious national developments; both the marked 
decrease in oil prices and the actions of the recently elected government are likely to have 
serious adverse consequences for the renewables sector, and the Society would feel the 
effects in future years. 
 
4. Partnership with Mongoose Energy 
 
      Jan –Willem Bode explained the background to the development of Mongoose Energy as 
a natural development out of Bath & West Community Energy and outlined its mission to 
assist community benefit societies in the development and management of renewable 
energy projects. The ultimate aim was to develop a community based local supply business, 
thus connecting the community as producer and consumer of electricity. He answered 
questions from the floor as to how a local supply business might operate. 
 



 

 

5. Financial Report 
 
Brian Titley reported that the accounts of the Society had been audited for the first 
time. He reported on the financial position at year end; because of delays in 
commissioning the Moorhouse project, income generation did not start until April 
2015, so the trading position merely showed a small deficit arising from the 
administration costs prior to electricity generation. 
Brian Titley reported that the Board had decided that interest of 7% per annum 
would be paid to members pro rata from the date of issue of shares until 31 March 
2015. In answer to a question, David Bunker reported that it was hoped that the EIS  
certificates arising from the Moorhouse share subscription would be available for 
distribution during October. 

 
6. Resolutions 
 
Approval of accounts: approved unanimously 
Appointment of Auditors: approved unanimously 
Approval of the Chairman’s Report: approved unanimously. 
Approval of a Community Fund contribution of £25,000: approved unanimously 
 
 
7. Resolution to Adopt New Rules 
 
A resolution to adopt new Rules, which included the inclusion of a Statutory Asset Lock and 
some minor updating to adopt references to the most current legislation had been 
circulated to all members. In order for this resolution to be adopted, more than 50% of the 
members were required to vote, with more than 75% in favour of the motion. 
David Bunker as Company Secretary reported that the results of the poll were 256 in favour 
and 4 against with 58% of the membership voting. The resolution was also approved at the 
meeting unanimously by a show of hands. 
 
 
8. Nominations  to the Board  
 
David Bunker reported that, under the rules of the Society, three Directors had to stand 
down. There was also an additional vacancy, making a total of four vacancies. He reported 
that four nomination forms had been received, from Jon Gething, Paul Thurston, Bob 
Langton and Richard Bate. The Chairman declared the nominees duly elected as Directors, 
to serve for a three year term. 
It was also reported that Jeff Kenna had stood down as the Mongoose nominee to the Board 
and Christopher Crookall-Fallon had been appointed in his place. 
 
 
 
9.Close of Business 
 



 

 

Jon Gething invited questions from the floor and once these had been concluded declared 
the formal business concluded. 
 
 
Signed as a true record of the meeting: 

 
 
 
 
 
………………………………………. 

              Chairman 
 
 


